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Liberal Studies is an interdisci-
plinary liberal arts degree that empha-
sizes the role of technology in world
civilization and provides students in-
terested in science and technology a
place to pursue a practical degree pro-
gram with greater breadth and flexi-
bility than is possible in an engineer-
ing degree. Working closely with aca-
demic advisers, students develop ma-
jors or concentrations that reflect their
interests and career goals. The core of
the Liberal Studies Program is a se-
ries of seminars that look at technology
from different perspectives-history, the
arts, cultural studies, politics, philos-
ophy and literature. Students focus
on a concentration of their choice and
combine traditional liberal arts learn-
ing with technologically focused career
education.

The Bachelor of Science in Lib-
eral Studies is offered by the Depart-
ment of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences. All students must complete an
interdisciplinary major that includes a
core concentration in one of the follow-
ing focus areas:

•Digital Media
•History
•History of Technology and Science
•Literature
•Philosophy
•Psychology

All students can choose, with the
consultation of an academic adviser, a
second major or professional concen-
tration in almost any field represented
in the entire Polytechnic curriculum.
In addition to the above areas it is pos-
sible to concentrate in the following ar-
eas of study:

•Behavioral Science
•Information Design
•Interdisciplinary Physics
•International and Global Studies
•Legal and Political Studies
•Technical Communication
•Urban Studies

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Liberal

Studies Program are to:
•Foster literacy regarding science and
technology in their social, cultural and
historical settings
•Produce broadly educated citizens
ready to assume leadership positions
in a technologically driven world
•Provide practical education for nonengi-
neering students that will lead to
meaningful and rewarding careers

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
All candidates for a BS in Lib-

eral Studies are required to complete
the Liberal Arts core courses (52 cred-
its), the Interdisciplinary Liberal Arts
major (36 credits comprising six focus
courses and three seminars) and addi-
tional courses to total 128 credits.

Second majors and professional
concentrations (40 credits) may be de-
veloped by students in consultation
with the program academic adviser.

A description of second majors
is available from the program adviser.
Liberal Studies students may also earn
a minor in any of the subject areas.

Liberal Arts Core
Program Courses
Course No. Course Title Credits
EN 1014/1034 Writing & the Humanities I 4
EN 1204 Writing & the Humanities II 4
HI 2104 Main Themes in Contemporary

World History 4
Liberal Arts Electives 8
Advanced Liberal Arts Elective 4

CS 1114 Intro. to Programming & Problem
Solving 4

MA 1114 Mathematics for Liberal Studies 4
Natural Science Sequence
(CM, PH, LS or others as approved

by adviser) 8
LA 1014 Introduction to the History &

Philosophy of Technology 4
LA 1024 Computers, Technology & Values 4
LA 2014 Technology & the Human

Condition 4
Liberal Studies Focus Courses in
the area of primary concentration
(as approved by adviser) 24
Liberal Studies Seminars 12
Professional concentration or free

electives 40

TOTAL 128 credits

UNDERGRADUATE COURSES

ANTHROPOLOGY

AN 3134 Introduction to
Physical Anthropology

4:0:0:4

Biosocial bases of human conduct seen
in evolutionary perspective; elemen-
tary genetic, demographic, and ecolog-
ical models necessary for understand-
ing human behavior; biology as an
evolutionary complex extending from
Prosimian revolution through the Ne-
olithic revolution.

AH 3144 North American
Indians

4:0:0:4

Social evolution from the hunting and
gathering band through state society;
consideration of variation and develop-
mental trends in several institutions:
kinship, economic organization, war-
fare, politics, religion and technol-
ogy.

AN 3404 Chinese Art and
Civilization

4:0:0:4

A basic discussion of the structure
of Chinese civilization with a review
of important art forms from Neolithic
times to the present, with emphasis on
visual documentation.
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AN 3504 Special topics in
Anthropology

4:0:0:4

Focus on a special topic in anthropol-
ogy completed under the guidance of a
faculty member. May be repeated for
credit on a different topic. Prerequi-
site: instructor’s permission.

AN 3604 Independent Study in
Anthropology

4:0:0:4

Independent or small group work un-
der supervision of instructor, by spe-
cial arrangement. Prerequisites: for
Liberal Studies/Integrated Digital Me-
dia majors only and instructors per-
mission.

N 4504 Senior Project in
Anthropology

4:0:0:4

In this capstone course, students de-
velop a major project that integrates
the knowledge and skills they have ac-
quired through the program. Students
manage the project from start to fin-
ish under the guidance of their project
advisor. In addition, students revise
selected projects from previous classes
to develop a professional portfolio of
writing samples. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies seniors only and by de-
partmental permission.

ART HISTORY
The Art History electives are

divided into two levels: introduc-
tory (2000–level) and advanced (3000–
level). The fourth-credit hour for all
Art History courses take the form of an
increased communication component:
at least four graded writing assign-
ments, regular informal writing and in-
dividual or group presentations. All
Art History electives have a final exam.

AH 2114 Introduction to Art
History

4:0:0:4

An introduction to Western art in dif-
ferent historical periods, with a fo-
cus on pre- 20th century art. Objec-
tives: to sample important periods and
themes in European art history, from
archaic Greece to the present; and en-
hance cultural, social and aesthetic un-
derstanding through intensive engage-
ment with a variety of visual forms in
different historical periods. Prerequi-
site: EN 1204.

AH 2124 Modern Art

4:0:0:4

Western art from the late 19th century
to the present. Objectives: to sample
important periods and themes in mod-
ern art; and enhance cultural, social
and aesthetic understanding through
intensive engagement with a variety of
visual forms in different historical pe-
riods. Prerequisite: EN 1204.

AH 3114 Studies in National
Traditions in the Visual Arts

4:0:0:4

Study of a particular national tradi-
tion or several related national tradi-
tions in the visual arts. Objectives: to
study the emergence of a national tra-
ditional within the visual arts; and en-
hance cultural, social and aesthetic un-
derstanding through intensive engage-
ment with a variety of visual forms in
different historical periods. Prerequi-
site: one 2000– level AH course.

AH 3124 Special Topics in Art
History

4:0:0:4

Independent or small group work, un-
der supervision of instructor, by spe-
cial arrangement. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies majors only and instruc-
tor’s permission.

AH 3404 Independent Study in
Art History

4:0:0:4

Focus on a special topic in the history
of art. May be repeated for credit for
different topics. Objectives: to study a
particular aspect of art history and en-
hance cultural, social and aesthetic un-
derstanding through intensive engage-
ment with a variety of visual forms in
different historical periods. Prerequi-
site: one 2000–level AH course.

AH 4504 Senior Project in Art
History

4:0:0:4

In this capstone course, students de-
velop a major project that integrates
the knowledge and skills they have ac-
quired through the program. Students
manage the project from start to fin-
ish under the guidance of their project
adviser. In addition, students revise
selected projects from previous classes
to develop a professional portfolio of
writing samples. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies seniors only and by de-
partmental permission.

ECONOMICS

EC 2504 Basic Economics

4:0:0:4

An introduction to the field of eco-
nomics. Covering both micro– and
macroeconomics, it includes such con-
cepts and specific areas of study as
supply and demand, income distri-
bution, national output, money and
banking, fiscal and monetary policy
and international trade. In gen-
eral, the course introduces the way
economists approach economic ques-
tions by focusing on five interrelated
economic areas: (1) economic theory
and methodology; (2) the sources and
reliability of economic data; (3) eco-
nomic institutions, such as the Fed-
eral Reserve or the IMF; (4) the role
of government in the economy; and
(5) the historical contexts of contem-
porary economic questions.

EC 2514 Microeconomics
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4:0:0:4

An advanced course in microeco-
nomics. Theory is presented in all
its elegance along with a variety of il-
lustrative applications. Designed for
students concentrating in economics or
management, those intending to go on
to graduate programs in economics or
business administration and others in-
terested in the field of economics. Pre-
requisite: EC 2504.

EC 2524 Managerial
Microeconomics

4:0:0:4

An advanced course in microeconomics
for students with appropriate math-
ematical background. This course
presents microeconomic analysis and
its application to business decision
making. Fundamentals of the theory
of the firm, the theory of the consumer
and market structure and competition
are presented, including both theoret-
ical models and quantitative analysis
techniques. Advanced topics in in-
formation asymmetries and external-
ities are presented. Prerequisite:
required for students in the Business
and Technology Management Program;
MA 1112; does not satisfy general edu-
cation requirements in Humanities and
Social Sciences.

EC 2534 Macroeconomics
4:0:0:4

An advanced course in macroeco-
nomics. Presents macroeconomic the-
ory and applies it to the US macroe-
conomy in the post-World War II
period. Course focuses on macroe-
conomic phenomena and macroeco-
nomic problems, including unemploy-
ment, inflation and recessions. It pays
special attention to the role of govern-
ment in this area. Finally, it intro-
duces economic data and their inher-
ent problems. Designed for students
concentrating in economics or manage-
ment, those intending to go on to grad-
uate programs in economics or busi-
ness administration and others inter-
ested in the field of economics. Pre-
requisite: EC 2504.

EC 3254 Economic Issues

4:0:0:4

Building on the foundation provided in
the introductory course in economics,
course examines a number of con-
temporary economic issues in greater
depth. The specific issues studied
vary and depend on student interests,
professors interests and the availabil-
ity of appropriate reading material.
Occasionally a text is used, although
usually reading material from a vari-
ety of sources is assigned. Issues fo-
cused on include: government regu-
lation of safety, regulation and test-
ing of pharmaceutical drugs by the
FDA; potential use of the market for
organ transplants; alternative tax pro-
posals; and social security “reforms”;
NAFTA; racial and sexual discrimi-
nation and alternative medical plans.
Prerequisite: EC 2504.

EC 3264 American Economy:
Boom and Bust

4:0:0:4

An advanced macroeconomic course
that examines the nature of the fluc-
tuations in aggregate economic activ-
ity, the so–called “business cycle”, that
have characterized capitalist growth
in general and the American economy
in particular. The course focuses on
recent decades, especially the period
since 1993. In doing so, it studies
the changing features of the American
economy since then and the problems
that have accompanied these changes,
such as unemployment, inflation, re-
cessions and the budget and trade
deficits. Within this context, much
time is spent in careful analysis of gov-
ernment’s role in the economy, in par-
ticular, the role of the Federal Reserve,
but also the impact of the fiscal policy
of the federal government on macroe-
conomic stability. Prerequisite: EC
2504.

EC 3404 Special Topics in
Economics

4:0:0:4

Focus on a special topic in Economics,
completed under the guidance of fac-
ulty member. May be repeated for
credit on a different topic. Prerequi-
site: instructor’s permission.

EC 3504 Independent Study in
Economics

4:0:0:4

Independent or small-group work, un-
der supervision of instructor, by spe-
cial arrangement. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies majors only and instruc-
tor’s permission.

EC 4504 Senior Project in
Economics

4:0:0:4

In this capstone course, students de-
velop a major project that integrates
the knowledge and skills they have ac-
quired through the program. Students
manage the project from start to fin-
ish under the guidance of their project
advisor. In addition, students revise
selected projects from previous classes
to develop a professional portfolio of
writing samples. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies seniors only and by de-
partmental permission.

ENGLISH AND LITERATURE

Basic Engish and Writing Courses:

EN 1080 Reading and Writing in English

EN 1090 Introductory Composition

EN 1014 Writing and the Humanities I

EN 1034 Writing and the Humanities I

EN 1204 Writing and the Humanities II

The English/Literature offerings
are divided into two levels: introduc-
tory (2000–level) and advanced (3000-
level). The introductory literature
courses are designed to introduce stu-
dents to intensive reading and research
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in either a particular literary genre or
in survey courses.

In a genre course such as poetry,
other forms of cultural expression such
as painting or nonfiction prose may be
considered when appropriate, or the
instructor may choose to include po-
etry from a range of national litera-
tures.

Advanced studies courses are de-
signed to allow students to explore
at a more advanced level specific cul-
tural, aesthetic, and historical ques-
tions through (1) reading and writing
about literary texts from specific na-
tional and cultural traditions, or (2)
exploring the interrelations between
literary expression and other forms of
cultural, social and political discourse.
May be repeated for credit, provided
that the topic differs.

The fourth credit hour for all lit-
erature courses takes the form of an in-
creased communication component (at
least four graded writing assignments,
regular informal writing and individ-
ual or group presentations) and an
intercultural/interdisciplinary compo-
nent. For example, in a Shakespeare
survey course, the intercultural/ inter-
disciplinary component might be read-
ings in Renaissance philosophy, history
or art history. In an American liter-
ature survey course, this component
might be readings in American and
European political history.

All literature courses include a fi-
nal exam or final project.

GENRE (2000 level) Prerequisite: EN 1204
or EN 1234

EN 2114 Poetry

EN 2124 The Short Story

EN 2134 The Novella

EN 2144 The Novel

EN 2154 Drama

EN 2164 Science Fiction

SURVEY (2000 level) Prerequisite: EN 1204

EN 2214 World Literature

EN 2224 English Literature

EN 2234 American Literature

EN 2444 Shakespeare

ADVANCED LITERATURE (3000+ level)

Prerequisite: one 2000-level EN course.
EN 3114 Advanced Studies in World

Literature
EN 3124 Advanced Studies in English

Literature
EN 3134 Advanced Studies in American

Literature
EN 3214 Gender and Literature
EN 3224 Media Studies
EN 3234 Science, Technology and Literature
EN 3244 Literature and the Arts
EN 3254 Special Topics in Literature
EN 3404 Independent Study
EN 4504 Senior Project

EN 1014 Writing and the
Humanities I

4:0:0:4

An introduction to the humanities and
to effective techniques of college-level
writing. The course examines basic
concepts, form and techniques of phi-
losophy, art and literature, with em-
phasis on fluency, precision and imag-
inative use of source materials in writ-
ing. Prerequisite: SAT essay score (be-
ginning fall 2006) or placement exami-
nation administered by the Department
of Humanities and Social Sciences, or
EN 1090. EN 1080 only with the rec-
ommendation of the student’s EN 1080
instructor, approved by the director of
writing curriculum.

EN 1034 Writing and the
Humanities I (English as a
Second Language)

4:0:0:4

An introduction to the humanities and
to effective techniques of college-level
writing. Designed for students for
whom English is a second language.
The course examines basic concepts,
forms and techniques of philosophy,
art and literature, with emphasis on
fluency, grammar, syntax, precision
and imaginative use of source mate-
rials in writing. Prerequisite: SAT
essay score (beginning fall 2006) or
placement examination, or EN 1080.
EN 1090 only with the recommenda-
tion of the student’s EN 1090 instruc-
tor, approved by the director of writing
curriculum.

EN 1080 Reading and Writing in
English as a Second Language

6:0:0:0

An intensive course for non–native
speakers of English, taught at the high
intermediate level. Students develop
grammatical and syntactical control
in writing, improve their comprehen-
sion of college–level texts and learn
to organize an essay in the American
academic idiom. The course includes
some practice in listening and speak-
ing for academic and professional pur-
poses. Prerequisite: SAT essay score
(beginning fall 2006) or placement ex-
amination administered by the Depart-
ment of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences.

EN 1090 Introductory
Composition

4:0:0:0

An intensive course in reading compre-
hension and composition skills for stu-
dents who have not been adequately
prepared for college composition and
reading. Designed for native speakers
of English or non–native speakers with
a high-level of experience communicat-
ing in American English. Emphasis
is on improvement of control of stan-
dard grammar and syntax in Ameri-
can English and on fluency in writ-
ing. Students develop grammatical
and syntactical control in writing, im-
prove their comprehension of college-
level texts and learn to organize an es-
say in the American academic idiom.
Prerequisite: SAT essay score (begin-
ning fall 2006) or placement examina-
tion administered by the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences.

EN 1204 Writing and the
Humanities II

4:0:0:4
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An introduction to the humanities
and to advanced techniques of writ-
ing. Thematic emphasis on change and
continuity in the humanities is pre-
sented, as well as an exploration of
the interrelationship of the humanistic
disciplines through the study of works
of art, philosophy, literature and, in
some sections, music. Advanced work
is given to stylistic options and more
complex forms of writing, including
the longer critical study, the formal re-
port, and, especially, the research pa-
per. In some cases, this course may
be presented as an introduction to lit-
erature. Prerequisite: EN 1014 or
EN 1034. In the interest of maxi-
mizing the student’s potential for suc-
cess , advanced placement and transfer
credits accepted as prerequisites pend-
ing the results of a placement test and
approval by the director of writing cur-
riculum. Under no circumstances will
transfer credit be given for EN 1204 in
the absence of approved transfer cred-
its for its prerequisite, EN 1014 (or EN
1034).

EN 1234 Writing and the
Humanities II (ESL)

4:0:0:4

The student population of this course
is limited to students whose first lan-
guage is not English. These students
receive extra support in the grammati-
cal and syntactic structures of English,
support not provided in sections of the
alternative course, EN 1204. EN 1234
and EN 1204 are fully equal as prereq-
uisites, and both bear 4 credits. Like
EN 1204, EN 1234 provides an intro-
duction to the humanities and to ad-
vanced techniques in writing. The-
matic emphasis on change and conti-
nuity in the humanities is presented,
as well as an exploration of the in-
terrelationship of the humanistic dis-
ciplines through study of great words
of art, philosophy, literature and, in
some sections, music. Advanced work
is given to stylistic options and more
complex forms of writing, including

the longer critical study, formal report
and research paper. In some cases,
this course may be presented as an in-
troduction to literature. Prerequi-
site: EN 1034. EN 1014 only with the
recommendation of the English Final
Examination Grading Committee, ap-
proved by the Director of ESL Writ-
ing Curriculum. Note: In the inter-
est of maximizing the students poten-
tial for success, advanced placement
and transfer credits are only accepted
as prerequisites pending the results of
a placement test and approval by the
Director of ESL Writing Curriculum.
Under no circumstances will transfer
credit be given for EN 1234 in the ab-
sence of approved transfer credits for
its prerequisite, EN 1034

EN 2114 Poetry

4:0:0:4

An introduction a range of poetic
forms and an exploration of the rela-
tion between poetry and other forms
of cultural expression. Objectives: to
promote research and critical reading
and thinking skills; to promote written
and oral communication skills; and to
enhance cultural, social and aesthetic
understanding through intensive read-
ing of and writing about a range of po-
etic forms. Prerequisite: EN 1204.

EN 2124 The Short Story

4:0:0:4

An introduction to the themes, struc-
tures and techniques of the short story.
Objectives: to introduce the short
story as a literary form; promote re-
search and critical reading and think-
ing skills; to promote written and oral
communication skills; and to enhance
cultural, social and aesthetic under-
standing through intensive reading of
and writing about short fictional texts.
Prerequisite: EN 1204.

EN 2134 The Novella

4:0:0:4

An introduction to the themes, struc-
tures and techniques of the short story.
Objectives: to introduce the novella as
a literary form; to promote research
and critical reading and thinking skills;
to promote written and oral com-
munication skills; and enhance cul-
tural, social and aesthetic understand-
ing through intensive reading of and
writing about literary texts. Prerequi-
site: EN 1204.

EN 2144 The Novel

4:0:0:4

An introduction to the history, themes,
structures and techniques of the novel.
Objectives: to introduce the novel as
a literary form; to promote research
and critical reading and thinking skills;
to promote written and oral commu-
nication skills; and to enhance cul-
tural, social and aesthetic understand-
ing through intensive reading of and
writing about literary texts. Prerequi-
site: EN 1204.

EN 2154 Drama

4:0:0:4

An introduction to the themes, struc-
tures and techniques of dramatic writ-
ing. Objectives: to explore the pur-
pose of theater and investigate tech-
niques of modern drama, its language
and its subject matter, and to gener-
ate a critical discourse around selected
dramatic masterpieces; to promote re-
search and critical reading and think-
ing skills; to promote written and oral
communication skills; and to enhance
cultural, social, and aesthetic under-
standing through intensive reading of
and writing about literary texts. Pre-
requisite: EN 1204.

EN 2164 Science Fiction

4:0:0:4
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A survey of science fiction. Defini-
tions and development of the genre,
scientific and historical contexts, con-
temporary and future visions. Pro-
mote understanding of the relationship
between science and literature and of
the conventions and special concerns
of this genre. Objectives: to pro-
mote research and critical reading and
thinking skills; to promote written and
oral communication skills; and to en-
hance cultural, social and aesthetic un-
derstanding through intensive reading
and writing about literary texts. Pre-
requisite: EN 1204.

EN 2214 World Literature

4:0:0:4

A survey of forms, ideas and changes
in world literature, emphasizing a com-
parative approach. Objectives: to
read literary works from Europe and
other continents and explore the mean-
ing of literary traditions through works
written in English and in other lan-
guages and translated into English; to
study the structural differences and
parallels of great works of diverse cul-
tures; to promote research and crit-
ical reading and thinking skills; to
promote written and oral communi-
cation skills; and to enhance cul-
tural, social and aesthetic understand-
ing through intensive reading of and
writing about literary texts. Prerequi-
site: EN 1204.

EN 2224 English Literature

4:0:0:4

A survey of British literature from
the medieval period to the present.
Objectives: to introduce the themes,
forms and historical contexts of British
literature; to promote research and
critical reading and thinking skills;
to promote written and oral commu-
nication skills; and to enhance cul-
tural, social and aesthetic understand-
ing through intensive reading of and
writing about literary texts. Prerequi-
site: EN 1204.

EN 2234 American Literature

4:0:0:4

A survey of American literature from
the Puritans to the present. Objec-
tives: to introduce the themes, forms,
and historical contexts of American lit-
erature; to promote research and criti-
cal reading and thinking skills; to pro-
mote written and oral communication
skills; and to enhance cultural, social
and aesthetic understanding through
intensive reading of and writing about
literary texts. Prerequisite: EN
1204.

EN 2244 Shakespeare

4:0:0:4

Representative tragedies, comedies,
histories. Cultural and literary in-
fluences. Textual problems, recent
criticism, Elizabethan theater. Ob-
jectives: to introduce the works of
William Shakespeare and to explore
their aesthetic, cultural and histori-
cal contexts; to promote research and
critical reading and thinking skills;
to promote written and oral commu-
nication skills; and to enhance cul-
tural, social and aesthetic understand-
ing through intensive reading of and
writing about literary texts. Prerequi-
site: EN 1204.

EN 3114 Advanced Studies in
World Literature

4:0:0:4

Focus on a special topic in world lit-
erature; may include comparative and
intercultural studies. May be repeated
for credit for different topics. Objec-
tives: to promote research and criti-
cal reading and thinking skills; to en-
hance cultural, social and aesthetic un-
derstanding through intensive reading
of and writing about literature from
a non-western and/or non- English-
speaking culture. Prerequisite: 2000-
level EN course.

EN 3124 Advanced Studies in
English Literature

4:0:0:4

Focus on special topic in literature of
Great Britain. May be repeated for
credit for different topics. Objectives:
to promote research, critical reading
and thinking skills; and to enhance cul-
tural, social and aesthetic understand-
ing through study of texts from Great
Britain. Prerequisite: 2000- level EN
course.

EN 3134 Advanced Studies in
American Literature

4:0:0:4

Focus on special topic in literature of
the United States. May be repeated
for credit for different topics. Ob-
jectives: to promote research, criti-
cal reading and thinking skills; and to
enhance cultural, social and aesthetic
understanding through study of par-
ticular issues in American Literature.
Prerequisite: 2000-level EN course.

EN 3214 Gender and Literature
4:0:0:4

Explores literary, philosophical, social,
and cultural questions related to gen-
der and sexuality. May be repeated
for credit for different topics. Ob-
jectives: to promote research, critical
reading and thinking skills; and to en-
hance cultural, social and aesthetic un-
derstanding through intensive reading
of and writing about texts concerned
with gender issues. Prerequisite:
2000– level EN course.

EN 3234 Science, Technology
and Literature

4:0:0:4

Study of literary texts and other forms
of cultural expression in relation to is-
sues in science and technology. May be
repeated for credit for different topics.
Objectives: to promote research, criti-
cal reading and thinking skills; and to
enhance cultural, social and aesthetic
understanding through intensive read-
ing of and writing about cultural ex-
pression in relation to issues in science
and technology. Prerequisite: 2000–
level EN course.
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EN 3244 Literature and the Arts
4:0:0:4

Study of the interrelation of literary
texts and other forms of cultural ex-
pression, particularly music and/or vi-
sual arts. May be repeated for credit
for different topics. Objectives: to
promote research, critical reading and
thinking skills; and to enhance cul-
tural, social and aesthetic understand-
ing through study of the possible con-
nections among a variety of represen-
tative and aesthetic forms. Prerequi-
site: 2000–level EN course.

EN 3254 Special Topics in
Literature

4:0:0:4

Study of a special topic in literature.
May be repeated for credit for differ-
ent topics. Objectives: to promote re-
search, critical reading and thinking
skills; and to enhance cultural, social
and aesthetic understanding through
study of a special topic in literature.
Prerequisite: 2000– level EN course.

EN 3404 Independent Study in
Literature

4:0:0:4

Independent or small group work, un-
der supervision of instructor, by spe-
cial arrangement. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies majors only and instruc-
tor’s permission.

EN 4504 Senior Project in
Literature

4:0:0:4

In this capstone course, students de-
velop a major project that integrates
the knowledge and skills they have ac-
quired through the program. Students
manage the project from start to fin-
ish under the guidance of their project
advisor. In addition, students revise
selected projects from previous classes
to develop a professional portfolio of
writing samples. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies seniors only and depart-
mental permission.

HISTORY

HI 2104 Modern World History

4:0:0:4

Required course for all students. An
introduction to provide students with
a degree of cultural literacy in mod-
ern and contemporary history. The
course should also provide an under-
standing of the ways in which histori-
ans use sources and shape narratives,
and the necessity and pitfalls of using
historical analogies to understand the
present. Prerequisites: EN 1204 or
LA 1014 or permission of the depart-
ment

HI 2214 Introduction to the
History of Science

4:0:0:4

General introduction to issues in sci-
ence and society through the perspec-
tive of history. The course’s approach
is to look at a scientific world view in
its varying social contexts as it devel-
oped over several hundred years. The
mechanical world view emerged dur-
ing the scientific revolution and led
to an understanding of planetary mo-
tion, the ability to go to the moon
and the power to harness nuclear en-
ergy. Topics include social context
of the scientific revolution, Coperni-
cus, Galileo, science and the Church,
Newton, Bohr and atomic structure
and nuclear energy and the decision to
drop the atomic bomb. Prerequisite:
HI 2104.

HI 2224 Science and Industry in
the Modern World

4:0:0:4

Examines science and industry in the
19th and 20th centuries, a time when
science and technology became very
closely bound. Course covers areas
where significant advances occurred
that brought large societal changes.
For example: (1) the development of
new forms of communication like the
telegraph, radio and telephone and
(2) the development of a theoretical

basis for mechanical computing and
the computer revolution. Course pays
close attention to the political and
business contexts of these develop-
ments. Prerequisite: HI 2104 and one
of the following: HI 2214, HI 2224, PL
2104, PL 2094, PL 2064, EN 2164 or
instructor’s permission.

HI 2314 United States History
from Colony to Empire

4:0:0:4

Surveys the history of the United
States, focusing on the history of
British North America, the American
Revolution, the development of capi-
talism in the early republic, the con-
flict over slavery caused by the schism
between capitalist and liberal values
and the resulting cataclysm of south-
ern secession and civil war. How and
why did the United States become the
worlds leading military and industrial
power in the 20th century. Topics in-
clude the re–unification of the United
States as nation-state after the Civil
War, the social, technological and eco-
nomic effects of the “second indus-
trial revolution”, the closing of the
frontier and the subsequent push for
U.S. territorial expansion in the Pacific
Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, immi-
gration and nativism, the era of Pro-
gressive reform and the catastrophic
wars and depressions of 1914–1945.
The course reaches into the post–1945
world to explore the Cold War and ex-
amine American participation in the
wars in Indochina, 1941–1975, and the
attempt to create a “new world or-
der” under US leadership. Prerequi-
site: none.

HI 2514 History of the City of
New York

4:0:0:4
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Advanced level undergraduate course
covers the history and development of
the city of New York from its explo-
ration by Giovanni de Verazzano in
1524 to the present. Major themes in-
clude the evolution of the citys politi-
cal economy, political and economic in-
fluences on the use of land and space
and ethnic and class conflict in the ur-
ban environment, the consolidation of
Greater New York. Prerequisite: HI
2104.

HI 2624 American Civil Liberties

4:0:0:4

Examines the development of civil
rights beginning with their roots in
early modern England, through the
latest Supreme Court decisions in the
field. Builds on students basic legal
research skills by teaching them how
to read, discuss and write about com-
plicated constitutional cases, and how
to transcend the narrow boundaries of
legal discourse by placing cases in his-
torical context. Prerequisite: HI 2104
or instructor’s permission.

HI 2714 Modern Asia

4:0:0:4

Explores the major civilizations in
Asia from the mid–17th century to the
present with attention to their interac-
tion with the West. Primary empha-
sis on Chinese, Indian and Japanese
history. Topics include the colonial-
ism and imperialism, the Opium Wars,
the 20th–century revolutions in China,
India under the British, Gandhi, the
modernization of Japan, the rape of
Nanking, Mao Zedong, Deng Xiap-
ing, the Asia–Pacific Economic Zone,
French Indo–China, Ho Chi Minh
and Islamic revolutions in Iran and
Afghanistan. Prerequisite: HI 2104.

HI 3032 Urban Infrastructure in
Antiquity and Today

4:0:0:4

The course will compare urban infras-
tructure engineering in the ancient city
to that in the current city. Topics in-
clude health, security, water supply,
streets and building.

HI 3034 History of the Urban
Infrastructure

4:0:04

This course examines the history of
New York Citys infrastructure, con-
centrating on water, sanitation and
public health, transportation, electri-
cal and communications systems, the
development of housing and real es-
tate, the security infrastructure and
plans for it future. The broad question
the course addresses is how the politi-
cal economy of the city has shaped its
physical environment, and more par-
ticularly the technological innovations
that have made the city modern, and
postmodern. Prerequisite: HI 2104.

HI 3064 Global Housing

4:0:0:4

Housing is one of the basic needs of
all human beings. Not surprisingly,
therefore, a great deal of public and
private debates have centered on the
form, financing, and allocation of shel-
ter. Housing is about more than
four walls and a roof; it is about the
idea of “home,” about gendered divi-
sion of labor, and about identity. t
has also been fundamentally connected
with the health of the construction in-
dustry and national banks, the accu-
mulation of domestic savings, and thus
with the success or failure of national
development. In this class, we will
three key questions. First, what are
some of the critical issues when design-
ing housing vis--vis the city or coun-
tryside ? How can design affect use
(and vice versa)? How can housing
engineer social harmony, stability, and
community? Secondly, who has tra-
ditionally paid for what kind of hous-
ing? Who deserves to be subsidized by
whom? Third, what types of housing

exist, and who benefits (or is hurt by)
each type? How can identity inform
architecture? These three themes will
structure our debates and discussions
about international housing.

HI 3214 Early Modern Science

4:0:0:4

Covers the development of modern sci-
ence from the Renaissance through the
Enlightenment. Sets the stage for the
scientific revolution. Looks at the con-
tribution of the Arab world, the Re-
naissance in the West and the impor-
tance of voyages of discovery to the
New World. Takes a comprehensive
look at the scientific revolution by con-
sidering its revolutionary nature, the
social and professional contexts within
which it took place and the experi-
mental practices and theoretical ideas
that brought it to fruition. Course
concludes with the work in electric-
ity and magnetism, chemistry and en-
cyclopedic understanding of the En-
lightenment. Prerequisites: HI 2104
and one of the following: HI 2214, HI
2224, PL 2104 or instructor’s permis-
sion.

HI 3224 Science and Ethics in
the Twentieth Century

4:0:0:4

Science is often depicted as an intel-
lectual pursuit totally detached from
society. The isolated genius working
away in the ivory tower has become
the romantic emblem of the scientist
in his/her noble pursuit of objective,
disinterested knowledge. However,
a more critical, and historically in-
formed, view reveals the shortcomings
of this caricature. Over the past cen-
tury, scientists have debated the eth-
ical ramifications of their work. And
legislation has struggled to keep pace
with scientific discoveries and their ap-
plications as biomedical research has
raised serious ethical challenges. This
course will investigate how science gen-
erates ethical debates, and conversely
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how moral controversies often shape
the conduct and context of the scien-
tific enterprise. Students will engage
in lively and enlightened debates and
improve upon their writing skills. No
previous of knowledge of science is re-
quired.

HI 3234 Biology and Society

4:0:0:4

This lecture course, intended primar-
ily for juniors and seniors, explores
the relationship between the biolog-
ical sciences and society from En-
lightenment France to the Human
Genome Project and biotechnology
in the United States. Although a
university-level course in the biologi-
cal sciences would be most helpful, it is
not a prerequisite for the course. Pre-
requisite: Junior/Senior status or per-
mission of the instructor.

HI 3252 History of the Mass
Media from Printing to the
Internet

4:0:0:2

This course will explore the history
of mass mediabroadsides, newspapers,
cinema, radio, TV, and the internet
from the advent of cheap print in the
early modern period to the turn of the
twenty-first century. Themes will in-
clude the history of mass media tech-
nology, the mass dissemination of news
and its effects on popular culture, and
gender relations, sensationalism, the
role of the media in the development
of advertising and consumer culture.
Prerequisite: HI 2104 or LA 1014

HI 3404 Special Topics in
History

4:0:0:4

Independent or small group work un-
der supervision of instructor, by spe-
cial arrangement. Prerequisites: HI
2104 or instructor’s permission.

HI 3604 Independent Study in
History

1–6 variable credit

Independent or small group work un-
der supervision of instructor, by spe-
cial arrangement. Prerequisite: In-
structor’s permission.

HI 3714 Seminar in American
Foreign Relations and
International History

4:0:0:4

Examines selected topics in the history
of international and transnational rela-
tions between Americans and the rest
of the world from the early modern pe-
riod to the present. Students will dis-
cuss a variety of methods and interpre-
tations of American foreign policy and
public and private interactions abroad,
and of the United Statess place in the
world. Prerequisites: HI 2104 or per-
mission of the department

HI 4724 Seminar in
International History since 1945

4:0:0:4

An advanced interdisciplinary course
in international history since 1945 de-
signed as a capstone course in global
studies. The course will explore se-
lected topics in international history
since 1945 with the goal of a deep un-
derstanding of the narratives of the
field of cold war studies, the limita-
tions of the cold war paradigm for
understanding the post-1945 period
and the alternative paradigms. It as-
sumes that students are generally fa-
miliar with the historical events un-
der discussion and will require stu-
dents to complete and report on sub-
stantial research projects on topics ap-
proved by the instructor on the histo-
riography and history of international
and transnational relations since 1945.
Prerequisites: HI 3714 and another
3000 level history course, or instruc-
tor’s permission.

LAW AND TECHNOLOGY

The Law and Technology Se-
quence is an 8–credit sequence de-
signed to fit with the requirements of
engineering and computer science ma-
jors. It is intended to give undergradu-
ates some exposure to law, legal meth-
ods and intellectual property so that
they can:

•Better understand the legal implica-
tion of their work as computer scien-
tists and engineers
•Evaluate their potential for law
school admission and their possible in-
terest in a legal career

The sequence consists of LW 3104
Introduction to Legal Writing and Re-
search and LW 4104 The Law of the
Internet.

LW 3104 Introduction to Legal
Writing and Research

4:0:0:4

This course acquaints students with a
basic knowledge of how laws and reg-
ulations are passed and how compet-
ing interests are adjudicated by the
three branches of government. Em-
phasis on the administrative and judi-
cial processes. Students learn how to
read judicial and administrative deci-
sions and the basics of legal writing.
Prerequisite: none.

LW 4104 The Law of the
Internet

4:0:0:4

This course is a general survey of le-
gal regulation of the Internet, includ-
ing an outline of intellectual property
law relevant to the Internet, the law of
commercial transactions on the Inter-
net and computer crime. Prerequisite:
LW 3104.

LW 4533 Construction Law

3:0:0:3
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This course introduces students to the
areas of the law that they are most
likely to encounter in construction.
Following an introduction to the legal
system and from of legal analysis, ar-
eas to be addressed include contracts,
procurement, scope definition, delays
and acceleration, site conditions, war-
ranties, termination, tort claims, dis-
pute resolution and ethics. Pre-
requisite: students must be enrolled
in the Construction Management Pro-
gram, junior standing

LIBERAL STUDIES
All liberal studies courses are re-

quired for students in the Liberal Stud-
ies Program. LA courses can NOT be
applied toward a humanities or social
sciences course requirement.

LA 1014 Introduction to the
History and Philosophy of
Technology

4:0:0:4

Introduces students to important is-
sues, historical and contemporary, re-
lated to technology from a variety
of social, political and philosophical
viewpoints. Course serves as a founda-
tion for the interdisciplinary approach
of the Liberal Studies Program. Pre-
requisite: none.

LA 1024 Computers, Technology
and Values

4:0:0:4

Introductory examination of the so-
cial, cultural and political impact of
networked computers in the contempo-
rary world. Prerequisite: none.

LA 2014 Technology and the
Human Condition

4:0:0:4

This course provides an understand-
ing of the human species and hu-
man technological output from the
interdisciplinary perspectives of bi-
ology, psychology, anthropology and

ethics. Through readings, lectures,
discussions and field trips, the inter-
relationship between human growth,
development, evolution and technol-
ogy and the impact and implications of
technology for both the human species
and the ecosystem are analyzed. Pre-
requisite: LA 1014.

LA 3014 Directed Study

4:0:0:4

Directed study under supervision of
faculty advisor in Humanities & So-
cial Sciences. Students are exposed to
foundational research techniques un-
der the guidance of a faculty advisor.
Library research, written and oral re-
ports required. Prerequisites: Permis-
sion of HuSS faculty advisor and LA
1014, LA 1024, LA 2014.

LA 3024 The Design of Cities

4:0:0:4

The course is intended to help stu-
dents discover different ways of look-
ing at and understand what cities are
and how they work to effect people and
institutions, largely from the perspec-
tive of environmental social sciences.
Course topics address methodological
approaches to observing and studying
city spaces, the historical context of
urban life, including the role of preser-
vation in maintaining a sense of com-
munity. Course addresses sustainable
approaches to creating urban spaces,
including “smart growth” strategies;
the special role of the arts in urban life
and development; the relationship be-
tween urban settings and natural en-
vironments; and the role of design in
crime and crime prevention. Students
work as teams to conduct a case study
of a local urban setting, assessing its
context, design and impact as an ur-
ban development. Prerequisite: LA
1014.

LA 4014 Internship/Study
Abroad

4:0:0:4

Students may decide to engage in a
service-learning internship project in
the local area, or they may choose
to participate in a study-abroad pro-
gram. Internship Option: Supervised
semester-long project carried out in
community or industry setting. Eval-
uated on basis of written and oral re-
ports presented to faculty and external
project co-sponsors. Students must
maintain a course-load equivalent of 16
credits (including the 4 for LA 4014)
during this semester. Study-Abroad
Option: Semester-long course of study
at a foreign institution. Students must
maintain a course-load equivalent of 16
credits (including the 4 for LA 4014)
during this semester. Prerequisites
for both options: Junior/Senior status
and permission of HuSS faculty advi-
sor.

LA 4024 Capstone Project

4:0:0:4

Research project under supervision of
faculty advisor in Humanities & So-
cial Sciences. Library research, writ-
ten and oral reports required. Pre-
requisites: Permission of HuSS faculty
advisor, senior status, LA 1014, LA
1024, LA 2014, LA 3014, LA 4014,
STS 3014.

LA 4053 BIOSOMA –
Environmental Design of the
City of the Future

3:0:0:3

The goal of this course is to improve
the engineering design of a city and
its components. The course focuses
on the city as an entiy which concen-
trates living organisms, societal orga-
nizations and activites, and machines,
interacting with the environment both
outside and inside the city. Through-
out the class, a number of essential
questions about the future of cities will
be examined such as: (1) What does
urbanization mean for the future of
human–kind in terms of resources, ca-
pabilities, ideaologies, and culture ?
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(2) How can the design of cities affect
their future ? (3) What should be the
role of the engineer ? (4) How can the
engineer of the future be prepared for
that role ? (5) What critical engineer-
ing interventions are needed to influ-
ence the future of today’s cities ? Each
student will select a projecet dealing
with some aspects of the course, and
present its results to the class. Cross–
listed as CE 4053

MUSIC
The Music electives are divided

into two levels: introductory (2000–
level) and advanced (3000–level). The
fourth credit hour for all music courses
takes the form of an increased com-
munication component: At least four
graded writing assignments, regular
informal writing and individual or
group presentations. Prerequisite: EN
1204.

MU 2114 Understanding Music

4:0:0:4

Asurvey of Western classical music
from the early Middle Ages through
19th-century Romanticism. Objec-
tives: to introduce students to ways
of listening to classical music; to pro-
mote written and oral communication
skills; and to enhance cultural, social
and aesthetic understanding through
intensive engagement with musical ex-
pression. Prerequisite: EN 1204.

MU 2124 Modern Music

4:0:0:4

A survey of modern music, from the
Late Romantics to contemporary com-
posers. Objectives: to introduce stu-
dents to ways of listening to mod-
ern music; to promote written and
oral communication skills; and to en-
hance cultural, social and aesthetic un-
derstanding through intensive engage-
ment with musical expression. Pre-
requisite: EN 1204.

MU 2134 Introduction to Opera

4:0:0:4

A survey of the opera form. Objec-
tives: to introduce students to ways
of listening to opera; to promote writ-
ten and oral communication skills; and
to enhance cultural, social and aes-
thetic understanding through intensive
engagement with musical expression.
Prerequisite: EN 1204.

MU 3114 Studies in National
Traditions in Music

4:0:0:4

Focus on a particular national tradi-
tion in music. Objectives: to pro-
mote written and oral communication
skills; and to enhance cultural, social
and aesthetic understanding through
intensive engagement with traditions
in national music. Prerequisite: one
2000–level MU course.

MU 3124 Special Topics in
Music

4:0:0:4

May be repeated for credit for different
topics. Objectives: to promote writ-
ten and oral communication skills, and
to enhance cultural, social and aes-
thetic understanding through intensive
engagement with a special topic in mu-
sic. Prerequisite: one 2000–level MU
course.

PHILOSOPHY
Course List
The philosophy electives are di-

vided into two levels: introductory
(2000–level) and advanced (3000–4000
levels).

Introductory Level
PL 2014 Symbolic Logic
PL 2024 Ancient Philosophy (I, II, III)
PL 2034 Philosophy of Religion (I, II)
PL 2044 Social Philosophy (I, II)
PL 2054 Ethical Theories (I, II)
PL 2064 Ethics and Technology (II, IV)
PL 2074 Asian Philosophy (I, II, III)
PL 2084 Science and Society (II, IV)
PL 2094 Space and Space-time (I, III, IV)

PL 2104 Magic, Medicine and Science (I, III,
IV)
PL 2114 Philosophy of Relativity (III, IV)
PL 2124 Philosophy of Quantum Mechanics
(III, IV)
PL 2164 Modern Philosophy (I, II, III) Ad-
vanced Level
PL 3014 Metalogic (IV)
PL 3034 Critical Theory (II, III)
PL 3044 Political Philosophy (I, II)
PL 3054 Philosophy of Art (II)
PL 3064 Philosophy of Technology (IV)
PL 3074 Philosophy of Mathematics (III, IV)
PL 3094 Philosophy of Science (III, IV)
PL 3104 Metaphysics and Epistemology (I,
III)
PL 4052 Business Ethics
PL 4062 Computer Ethics
PL 4113 Special Topics

Requirements for the Philos-
ophy Major in the Liberal Studies
Program (six courses, 24 credits)

The BS in Liberal Studies allows
students to major in philosophy. The
following are requirements for such a
concentration:

PL 2014 Symbolic Logic
One course from each of the fol-
lowing categories, totaling four
courses: (1)history of philosophy,
(2) philosophy and society, (3) meta-
physics and epistemology, (4) science
and technology
One additional course.
Total credit hours: 24

(1) History of philosophy: Ancient
Philosophy, Modern Philosophy, Phi-
losophy of Religion; Social Philoso-
phy; Ethical Theories; Asian Philoso-
phy; Philosophy of Space–time; Magic,
Medicine and Science; Political Philos-
ophy; Metaphysics and Epistemology

(2) Philosophy and society: Ancient
Philosophy; Philosophy of Religion;
Social Philosophy; Ethical Theories;
Ethics and Technology; Asian Philoso-
phy; Science and Society; Modern Phi-
losophy; Critical Theory; Political Phi-
losophy; Philosophy of Art

(3) Metaphysics and epistemology:
Ancient Philosophy; Asian Philoso-
phy; Philosophy of Space–time; Phi-
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losophy of Relativity; Philosophy of
Quantum Mechanics; Magic, Medicine
and Science; Modern Philosophy; Crit-
ical Theory; Philosophy of Mathe-
matics; Philosophy of Science; Meta-
physics and Epistemology

(4) Science and technology: Ethics
and Technology; Science and Society;
Philosophy of Space-time; Philosophy
of Relativity; Philosophy of Quantum
Mechanics; Magic, Medicine and Sci-
ence; Philosophy of Technology; Phi-
losophy of Mathematics; Philosophy of
Science; Metalogic

Introductory Level

PL 2014 Symbolic Logic

4:0:0:4

An introduction to the methods and
applications of first–order symbolic
logic, including both sentential logic
and predicate logic (up to and includ-
ing relational predicate logic with iden-
tity). Logic is the study of arguments;
in particular, the study of the con-
ditions under which the premises of
an argument adequately support its
conclusion; i.e., the conditions under
which an argument is valid. There
is more than one flavor of validity;
the kind of validity courses are con-
cerned with is called deductive valid-
ity. Course covers methods of testing
arguments for deductive validity and
deductive invalidity, as well as meth-
ods for identifying tautologies, contra-
dictions and logical equivalence. Pre-
requisite: none.

PL 2024 Ancient Philosophy

4:0:0:4

An introduction to ancient philosophy
in the Western tradition. Works cov-
ered include the pre–Socratic philoso-
phers, Plato, Aristotle, Seneca, Mar-
cus Aurelius and the Roman Stoics.
The goal of this course is to bring
these philosophers into dialogue with
each other, highlighting their similar-
ities and differences in an attempt to

show their importance in the history of
philosophy and their relevance to soci-
ety today. Prerequisite: none.

PL 2034 Philosophy of Religion

4:0:0:4

An investigation of the concepts, be-
lief systems and practices of religions.
By analyzing central concepts of re-
ligion such as God, faith, revelation,
salvation and the relationship between
religion and science, morality and art-
both the believer and non-believer may
achieve a more sophisticated under-
standing and appreciation of religions.
Class addresses such topics as reli-
gious experience, faith and reason, ar-
guments for Gods existence, the prob-
lem of evil, religious language, life
and the after–life and the conflicting
claims of different religions. Prerequi-
site: none.

PL 2044 Social Philosophy

4:0:0:4

The social sciences deal specifically
with human subjects and institutions
rather than the natural world and phe-
nomenon. As opposed to the natu-
ral sciences, which are explanatory, the
social sciences are interpretive. This
interpretive turn raises a number of
questions: What exactly is an interpre-
tation? What makes an interpretation
correct or better than another inter-
pretation? Are interpretations univer-
sal or relative to culture? Class exam-
ines the relationship between individu-
als and societies in order to form a bet-
ter understanding of who we are, how
we should live together, how we inves-
tigate societies and social phenomena,
what constitutes a personal identity,
what constitutes a political identity,
what is race, what is gender. Prereq-
uisite: none.

PL 2054 Ethical Theories

4:0:0:4

Ethics, or moral philosophy, endeav-
ors to establish rational principles
of right conduct that can serve as
decision–making guides for individuals
and groups. It also prescribes the char-
acteristics and personality traits that
enable individuals to live well in com-
munities with others. Class attempts
to achieve a systematic understanding
of the nature of ethics and what it
requires of us. Discussion of histor-
ical sources such as Plato, Aristotle,
Hobbes, Mill, and Kant, ethical the-
ories (moral relativism, egoism, util-
itarianism, justice and rights, virtue,
ethics, and feminist transformations
of moral theory) and contemporary
moral problems (abortion, euthanasia,
economic justice, animal rights, the
death penalty and affirmative action).
Prerequisite: none.

PL 2064 Ethics and Technology

4:0:0:4

Students consider how technology
shapes and patterns-and, in turn, how
it is shaped and patterned byhuman
activities from a moral point of view.
The focus of this course is on the ways
in which the technologically textured
world changes human life, individually,
socially and culturally, for better or
worse. Students consider several views
of technology and several ethical the-
ories for evaluating technology. The
aim is to understand the structures of
change and transformation and to de-
velop critical forms of thought so as to
be able to understand, evaluate, ap-
preciate and criticize technological de-
velopment. Prerequisite: none.

PL 2072 Bioethics

4:0:0:2

Bioethics is a critical, reflective exami-
nation of the impact, effects and trans-
formations of biotechnology upon hu-
man activities. The use of biotechnol-
ogy is becoming an increasingly impor-
tant feature of society. Biotechnolo-
gies are more than mere things that
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do nothing in themselves; instead they
affect the very ways people act, per-
ceive and understand. The class exam-
ines the relationship between biotech-
nology and ethics and politics, ques-
tioning the limits of what are its just
and appropriate uses. Prerequisite:
none.

PL 2074 Asian Philosophy

4:0:0:4

Addresses the fundamental questions
of philosophyWhat is real? What
is good? How do we know ? -
by considering the answers given by
philosophers from India, China and
Japan. Philosophy in Asia has not
been viewed as an abstract academic
subject with little or no relevance to
daily life. Rather, it has been seen
as one of life’s most basic and most
important enterprises. It is seen as
essential to overcoming suffering and
improving the quality of human life.
There are no rigid distinctions be-
tween philosophy and religion in Asian
thought. Class examines the Asian
philosophical tradition in an attempt
to understand both its historical im-
portance and its relevance to society
today. Prerequisite: none.

PL 2084 Science and Society

4:0:0:4

Investigates the relation between sci-
ence and society. This course is offered
in two forms: (1) Thinking about the
environment: a survey of contempo-
rary environmental issues with empha-
sis on the development of the reasoning
skills needed to make informed judg-
ments. In the past, topics covered have
included the history of environmental-
ism in the United States., atmospheric
ozone, global warming, acid rain, air
pollution, global population growth,
pesticides, radon, nuclear power, bio-
diversity and species extinction and
genetically modified crops. (2) Sci-
ence and pseudoscience: a survey of
popular “pseudoscientific” claims with

emphasis on such issues in the philos-
ophy of science as demarcation, evi-
dential warrant, scientific progress, sci-
ence and public policy and fallacies
of reasoning. In the past, topics cov-
ered have included UFO sightings and
alien abductions, the Nemesis theory
of dinosaur extinctions, astrology, cre-
ationism, psychic phenomena, theories
of intelligence, alternative medicines,
global warming and cold fusion. Stu-
dent input in determining topics to
cover is heavily emphasized. Students
are required to make a 20–minute pre-
sentation on a topic of their choice and
submit a follow-up five-page written
report. Prerequisite: none.

PL 2094 Space and Space–time

4:0:0:4

What is the nature of space? Is it
an independently existing substance,
or does it merely consist in the rela-
tions between physical objects ? Can
motion be described simply in terms
of the relational properties of objects,
or must people always define motion
with respect to an absolute motion-
less substratum? Does the existence of
left-handed gloves entail the existence
of absolute space ? This course con-
siders these and other questions about
the nature of space and time as they
appear in the writings of the follow-
ing philosophers and scientists: Plato,
Aristotle, Descartes, Newton, Leibniz,
Berkeley, Kant, Poincar and Einstein.
Prerequisite: none.

PL 2104 Magic, Medicine and
Science

4:0:0:4

An introduction to basic issues in
metaphysics (What does reality con-
sist of ?) and epistemology (What
is knowledge and how is it obtained
?). Investigation takes the form of a
philosophically oriented survey of the
history of western science from the
Greeks to the Newtonian synthesis.
Course looks at the metaphysical and

epistemological origins of three grand
systems of thought, organic, magical
and mechanical, and indicates the ex-
tent to which modern science can be
seen as arising out of their synthe-
sis. Course views the key figures in
this history as they saw themselves
first and foremost as natural philoso-
phers. Topics to be covered include
pre-Socratic cosmology, Plato, Aris-
totle, Plotinus, the Hermetic Corpus,
Ficino’s naturalistic magic, Pico’s su-
pernatural magic, Paracelsus and the
ontic theory of disease, Copernicus,
Galileo, Kepler, Descartes, Hobbes,
the Cambridge Platonists and Newton.
Prerequisite: none.

PL 2114 Philosophy of Relativity

4:0:0:4

The first part of this course devel-
ops the physics underlying special rel-
ativity and considers such conceptual
questions as: Does Special Relativ-
ity prohibit fasterthan- light travel ?
Does it allow a traveling astronaut to
age less and return home in the dis-
tant future ? What is the significance
of Einstein’s famous equation E=mc2?
The second part of the course devel-
ops the physics underlying general rel-
ativity and considers conceptual is-
sues surrounding such current applica-
tions as time machines, wormholes and
“warpdrive” space-times. Prerequisite:
none.

PL 2124 Philosophy of Quantum
Mechanics

4:0:0:4

Quantum mechanics is the best–
confirmed theory of particle dynamics
in existence today. Not only is it the
basis for all digital technologies, it also
serves as the theoretical foundation for
our bestconfirmed theories of matter
(quantum field theories). On the other
hand, since its inception, it has been
beset with conceptual problems. In
particular, there is no current consen-
sus on just how to interpret it: What
would the world be like, if it were true
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? This course first develops the the-
ory from a historical perspective, and
then canvasses a number of propos-
als that have been offered as to how
it should be interpreted. Other top-
ics include conceptual issues surround-
ing such current applications as quan-
tum teleportation, quantum comput-
ing and quantum cryptography. Pre-
requisite: none.

PL 2164 Modern Philosophy

4:0:0:4

This course examines the central fig-
ures and issues of the modern era: 17
th and 18 th century European enlight-
enment. The course focuses on issues
that were important not only in this
modern period but remain important
today, including the state of nature
and society, epistemology, metaphysics
and the role of God in philosophi-
cal thinking. Topics covered include
the Renaissance and science, Descartes
and rationalism, Hume and empiri-
cism and Kant’s Copernican revolu-
tion. Prerequisite: none.

Advanced Level

PL 3014 Metalogic

4:0:0:4

Metalogic is sometimes referred to as
the logic of logic. This course demon-
strates the soundness and complete-
ness of firstorder logic, the Gödel in-
completeness theorem for formal arith-
metic, and reviews Turing machines
and the notions of computability and
undecidability. Prerequisite: PL 2104
or a strong mathematical background
(third– or fourth– year mathematics
majors).

PL 3034 Critical Theory

4:0:0:4

The course covers the interactions be-
tween the explanatory, the normative,
and the ideological dimensions of so-
cial and political thought. Starting

with the founder of critical theory,
Karl Marx, the course examines the
Western Marxist tradition in philos-
ophy. Among the issues discussed
are the problems of domination and
exploitation, the relationship between
capitalism and democracy, the forma-
tion of personal and social identities,
the threat of fascism, the role of the
media and the impact of technology on
social development. Prerequisite: one
2000– level PL course.

PL 3044 Political Philosophy

4:0:0:4

Political philosophy is concerned with
evaluating the ways people should live
together in communities and with find-
ing the appropriate and legitimate gov-
erning institutions that promote the
ideals of freedom, justice, equality
and happiness. The questions are
why these institutions have a legit-
imate authority over their members
and what is their role in determin-
ing how the benefits and burdens of
a society are distributed among citi-
zens. The class starts from two es-
sential historical sources, Locke and
Kant, before considering contempo-
rary social–political philosophy, in-
cluding contractarianism, libertarian-
ism, utilitarianism, communitarianism
and democratic socialism. Discus-
sion includes the connections among
such issues as democracy, freedom, jus-
tice, rights, private property, economic
equality, global justice and community.
Prerequisite: one 2000–level course.

PL 3054 Philosophy of Art

4:0:0:4

The course is concerned with the per-
ception, interpretation, expression and
creation of works of art and beauty. It
asks: What does it mean to describe
anything as aesthetic ? What is a work
of art? What do artists do ? How
can people understand a work of art ?
Does art have more to do with emotion
than reason? Course examines the na-
ture of aesthetic experience as well as

works of art, including painting, pho-
tography, film, architecture, sculpture,
music, literature, theater, dance and
popular arts-like television and video
programs. Prerequisite: one 2000–
level course.

PL 3064 Philosophy of
Technology

4:0:0:4

The course is a critical, reflective ex-
amination of the impact, effects, and
outcomes of technologies upon human
activities. Above all, it is the study of
the nature of the technologically tex-
tured ecosystem or “technosystem.”
The course focuses on the ways in
which technologies change human life,
individually, socially and culturally. It
also considers the effects of human–
technology relations on science, cul-
ture, democracy and human values.
Its aim is to understand the structures
of change and transformation, and to
help students to develop critical forms
of thought so as to be able to under-
stand, evaluate, appreciate and criti-
cize technological development. Pre-
requisite: one 2000–level course.

PL 3074 Philosophy of
Mathematics

4:0:0:4

Are the objects of mathematics real
? What does it mean to say that a
mathematical claim is true ? What
is the nature of mathematical knowl-
edge ? What is the relation between
mathematics and the physical world?
This course looks at how contempo-
rary philosophers have attempted to
answer these and related questions.
Prerequisite: one 2000–level course or
instructor’s permission.

PL 3094 Philosophy of Science

4:0:0:4
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An advanced introduction to topics in
the philosophy of science. the course
covers the notions of natural laws, sci-
entific explanation and confirmation,
the nature of scientific theories, the re-
alism/antirealism debate, logical posi-
tivism and its successors (logical em-
piricism, historicism, social construc-
tivism, etc.) as well as survey work in
one or more of the following (time per-
mitting): philosophy of physics, phi-
losophy of biology, philosophy of psy-
chology, philosophy of social sciences,
philosophy of medicine. The objec-
tives are to be introduced to the major
fields of study in contemporary philos-
ophy of science and, above all, to gain
a firm understanding of the relation
between philosophy and science and
the important reciprocally enhancing
role each has for the other. Prerequi-
site: one 2000–level course.

PL 3104 Metaphysics and
Epistemology

4:0:0:4

Metaphysics seeks to answer general
questions concerning the nature of re-
ality: What does reality consist of
? What are the presuppositions that
underlie inquiry into nature ? Epis-
temology seeks to answer the ques-
tions: What is knowledge and how is
it obtained ? This course surveys an-
swers to these and related questions
in the works of five important philoso-
phers in the western tradition: Aris-
totle, St. Aquinas, Leibniz, Kant and
Whitehead. Prerequisite: one 2000–
level course.

PL 3114 Special Topic in
Philosophy

4:0:0:X

Topic to be determined by the in-
structor; variable credit. Prerequisites:
one 2000– level course and instructor’s
permission.

PL 3404 Independent Study in
Philosophy

4:0:0:4

Focus on a special topic in Philoso-
phy completed under the guidance of
faculty member. May be repeated for
credit on a different topic. Prerequi-
site: instructor’s permission.

PL 4052 Business Ethics
4:0:0:2

This course considers issues of corpo-
rate responsibility and the ethical chal-
lenges of economic systems. It presents
the principles and criteria for mak-
ing ethical decisions in relation to law,
corporate relations, social responsibil-
ity, privacy and other contexts. It in-
vestigates the influence of technology
on the ethics of corporate decision–
making. A case study approach is
used. Prerequisite: required for stu-
dents in the Business and Technology
Management Program. Does not sat-
isfy general education requirements in
Humanities and Social Sciences. Note:
This course meets four hours a week
for seven weeks or two hours a week
for 14 weeks. All class sessions com-
bine lecture and discussion and focus
on actual case studies.

PL 4062 Computer Ethics
4:0:0:2

This course considers issues of corpo-
rate responsibility and the ethical chal-
lenges of economic systems. It presents
the principles and criteria for mak-
ing ethical decisions in relation to law,
corporate relations, social responsibil-
ity, privacy and other contexts. It in-
vestigates the influence of technology
on the ethics of corporate decision–
making. A case study approach is
used. Prerequisite: required for stu-
dents in the Business and Technology
Management Program. Does not sat-
isfy general education requirements in
Humanities and Social Sciences. Note:
This course meets four hours a week
for seven weeks or two hours a week
for 14 weeks. All class sessions com-
bine lecture and discussion and focus
on actual case studies.

PL 4504 Senior Project in
Philosophy

4:0:0:4

In this capstone course, students de-
velop a major project that integrates
the knowledge and skills they have ac-
quired through the program. Students
manage the project from start to fin-
ish under the guidance of their project
advisor. In addition, students revise
selected projects from previous classes
to develop a professional portfolio of
writing samples. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies seniors only and depart-
mental permission.

POLITICAL SCIENCE

PO 1404 Introduction to Urban
Policy

4:0:0:4

The purpose of this course is to in-
troduce students to the process and
some of the major substantive issues
in urban policy and politics both in the
United States in the world. These in-
clude some of the basic issues of any
political system: how cities function
as part of a global urban network; the
structure of decisionmaking, the allo-
cation of resources and delivery of ser-
vices.

PO 2614 Introduction to
Political Science

4:0:0:4

The course introduces the basic topics
of political science. The main focus of
the course is to give an overview of hu-
man polity and its impact and affect as
a civil society. It covers different polit-
ical systems, concepts, political ideol-
ogy, political process, origins and func-
tions of different types of rights, jus-
tice, and equal treatment, duties and
responsibilities of states and citizens,
libertarianism, policymaking as a pro-
cess and international systems. Pre-
requisite: none.
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PO 3614 Comparative Politics

4:0:0:4

The course focuses on nations and na-
tional states and their political rela-
tions to each other. The main fea-
ture includes the inter–relations and
confrontations among the bloc nations,
such as first, second, third and fourth
worlds. In doing so, major emphasis
will be given to advanced as well as
underdeveloped nations such as France
and Great Britain, the mid-developed
nations such as Germany and Japan,
late–developed nations, such as Soviet
Union and Russia, experimental devel-
oped nations such as India and South
Africa, and underdeveloped nations
such as Afghanistan and Bangladesh.
Prerequisite: PO 2614.

PO 3704 Special Topics in
Politics

4:0:0:4

Focus on a special topic in anthropol-
ogy completed under the guidance of
faculty member. May be repeated for
credit on a different topic. Prerequi-
site: instructor’s permission.

PO 3804 Independent Study in
Politics

4:0:0:4

Independent or small group work, un-
der supervision of instructor, by spe-
cial arrangement. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies and Digital Media majors
only; instructor’s permission.

PO 4504 Senior Project

4:0:0:4

In this capstone course, students de-
velop a major project that integrates
the knowledge and skills they have ac-
quired through the program. Students
manage the project from start to fin-
ish under the guidance of their project
advisor. In addition, students revise
selected projects from previous classes
to develop a professional portfolio of

writing samples. Prerequisites: Lib-
eral Studies seniors only and depart-
mental permission.

PSYCHOLOGY
The fourth credit hour for psy-

chology courses is used for experimen-
tal investigations, laboratory work,
fieldwork or trips to museums and/or
zoos to provide an opportunity to
make descriptive observations of sub-
jects. The psychology electives are
divided into two levels: introductory
(2000–level) and advanced (3000–4000
levels). PS 2104 is a prerequisite for
all advanced PS electives for a two or
more course sequence.

Prerequisite Psychology Course
PS 2104 Introduction to Psychology

Advanced Electives
PS 3114 Physiological Psychology
PS 3124 Comparative Psychology
PS 3214 Learning and Cognition
PS 3314 Social Psychology
PS 3324 Environmental Psychology
PS 3414 Developmental Psychology
PS 3424 Abnormal Psychology
PS 3434 Personality Psychology
PS 3444 Animal Behavior
PS 3704 Humans and Their Environment
PS 3714 Its About Time
MA2212 Data Analysis I∗
MA2222 Data Analysis II∗
LA 2014 Technology and the Human Condi-
tion

* Two math courses in statistics (MA 2212
and MA 2222) are required

Advanced Studies
PS 4114 Senior Research Thesis
One– or two–semester research project to be
completed under the guidance of a faculty
member. Agreement of instructor required
before registration.

Advanced Topics
PS 4124 Guided Readings
Selected problems in psychology. Individual
or group studies/ projects under faculty su-
pervision involving guided reading and or re-
search, topics to be arranged. For mature stu-
dents wishing to undertake specialized inde-
pendent study under tutorial guidance. Pre-
requisite: junior standing or departmental
permission. Agreement of instructor required
before registration.

E. Special Topics In Psychology

PS 3444 Special Topics

Focus on a special topic in Psychology com-
pleted under the guidance of faculty mem-
ber. May be repeated for credit on a differ-
ent topic. Agreement of instructor required
before registration.

Undergraduate Courses

PS 2104 Introduction to
Psychology

4:0:0:4

The scientific study of behavior and
the mind. Topics include experimen-
tal design and basic statistics, learn-
ing and memory and biopsychology.
Also included: the nature of sensation
and perception, cognitive, abnormal,
developmental, social and environmen-
tal psychology. Course consists of lec-
tures, class discussion, films and videos
and a number of projects, both in class
and on computers.

PS 3114 Physiological
Psychology

4:0:0:4

The study of the relationship between
the body, especially the brain, and
behavior and the mind. Topics in-
clude the physiological and biochem-
ical bases for learning, memory, sen-
sation and perception, motor con-
trol, hunger, sex, sleep and men-
tal disorders. Lateralization in the
brain and its implications, as well as
techniques and technologies in neuro-
science. Course consists of lectures,
class discussion, films and videos and a
number of projects, both in class and
on computers.

PS 3124 Comparative
Psychology

4:0:0:4
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Examines behavior and neuroanatom-
ical mechanisms across species pro-
viding an investigation of comparative
developmental stages, causal mecha-
nisms, evolutionary history and func-
tion of animals behavior. Topics in-
clude learning and cognition, neu-
roanatomical and neurochemical con-
trols of behavior, thought and lan-
guage, sensory and perceptual capac-
ities and the biological bases of social
behavior. In addition to course text
readings and lectures, students partici-
pate in labs (interactive computer pro-
grams), in-class demonstrations, field
trips and videos that provide hands-
on experience and supplementary ex-
posure to examples of concepts and
ideas within the area of comparative
psychology. Prerequisite: PS 2104 (PS
3214 is optional).

PS 3214 Learning and Cognition

4:0:0:4

This course concerns the experimen-
tal analysis of cognition and behavior
in animals. Most of the discussions
focus on laboratory findings with an-
imals, but as viewed from an evolu-
tionary framework concerned with the
natural histories of the species. In ad-
dition to discussions of established re-
sults about cognition and intelligence
in animals, an important emphasis is
also placed on critiquing the methods
of these studies, specifically the logic,
evidence and technology used to test
and interpret conclusions. Prerequi-
site: PS 2104.

PS 3314 Social Psychology

3:1:0:4

Explores issues of human behavior as it
is affected by social interaction and sit-
uations. Addresses the nature of social
psychological inquiry, with particular
emphasis on research methods. Course
topics include aggression, altruism, at-
titudes, attraction, conformity, group

dynamics, perception of self and oth-
ers, prejudice, social roles, the biolog-
ical basis of social behavior and in-
terpersonal bargaining. Cultural dif-
ferences in interpreting social behav-
ior and context are also considered.
Students are asked to collect data on
social psychological phenomenon for
each major topic covered, as the major
part of the laboratory requirement. A
final term paper is required that con-
tains a review and critical analysis of
the research on a topic in social psy-
chology. Prerequisite: PS 2104.

PS 3324 Environmental
Psychology

3:1:0:4

Course deals with the interactions peo-
ple have with built and natural envi-
ronments: how settings affect behav-
ior; how people change environments
to fit their needs; how people can be-
come an active part of the environ-
mental design process. It is concerned
with the way people use space and the
way environmental design meets (or
fails to meet) human needs. These
concerns are valid for very small scale
design problems (as in human factors
engineering); mid–size spaces (archi-
tecture and interior design); and for
large scale spaces (communities, urban
areas). The goals of the course are
to introduce the student to this sub-
ject matter, provide familiarity with
research methods associated to study-
ing people and behavior in real world
settings and issues in environment and
human relations.

PS 3344 Urban Impact
Assessment

4:0:0:4

This course is designed to introduce
you to theory, methods and practice
involved in approaches predicting and
evaluating the environmental conse-
quences of a proposed action or un-
dertaking in an urban context. Ur-
ban Impact Assessment “Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment can be defined

as: The process of identifying, predict-
ing, evaluating and mitigating the bio-
physical, social, and other relevant ef-
fects of development proposals prior
to major decisions being taken and
commitments made.” (IAIA 1999 –
http://www.iaia.org/modx/ ). Im-
pact assessment is critical in decision
making and identifying possible mit-
igations for negative consequences of
projects.

PS 3414 Developmental
Psychology

4:0:0:4

The development of humans across the
life–span. The main focus is on the ef-
fects of aging on the social and cog-
nitive development of the person. Is-
sue in parenting, child care, education,
elder care, death and dying are also
discussed. Lab and field examples are
used to illustrate main themes in this
course. Prerequisite: PS 2104.

PS 3424 Abnormal Psychology
4:0:0:4

Covers a variety of different psycholog-
ical disorders. Common examples are
depression, anxiety, schizophrenia and
personality disorders. Major theories
such as psychoanalytical, behavioral,
cognitive, and biological are discussed
in terms of why people develop such
disorders and how to treat them. Pre-
requisite: PS 2104.

PS 3434 Personality
Development

4:0:0:4

The study of psychological theories re-
lated to personality theory. Its goal
is to ask the question why we think
and act the way we do. Exploration
of topic through many of the major
theories of psychodynamic, behavioral,
cognitive, humanistic, trait and biolog-
ical perspectives. Prerequisite: PS
2104.

PS 3444 Animal Behavior
4:0:0:4
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This course provides an understand-
ing of the psychological, biological and
evolutionary principles guiding animal
behavior through an in–depth analysis
of concepts and topics such as learning,
response to environmental changes in
the short and long–term, reproduc-
tive behavior, care for offspring, for-
aging behavior and optimality, naviga-
tion and cognition, aggression, affilia-
tive behaviors and sociality. Students
learn to use scientific methods as ap-
plied in the study of animal behavior
via ethological observational or exper-
imental methods. In small, individual
research projects, each student prac-
tices data collection and appropriate
scientific writing style. Prerequisite:
PS 2104.

PS 3444 Special Topics

Focus on a special topic in psychol-
ogy completed under the guidance of
faculty member. May be repeated for
credit on a different topic. Agreement
of instructor required before registra-
tion.

PS 3704 Humans and their
Environment

4:0:0:4

This course addresses ecological under-
standing of interactions of human with
non-human environments through rel-
evant topics: ecosystems, human in-
teraction with ecosystems, human so-
cieties as self-regulating systems, at-
titudes toward nature, case studies
in ecological history, present environ-
mental crises and attempts at resolu-
tions.

PS 3714 Its About Time

4:0:0:4

This course is concerned with all as-
pects of time, including its measure-
ment, time scales in nature, psycho-
logical issues and the nature of time

itself. Topics include origin and evo-
lution of calendars and clocks, psycho-
logical and physiological basis of time
and timing, time in the arts and, fi-
nally, the nature of time itself in phi-
losophy and modern physics, from Ein-
steins relativity to modern cosmology.
PS 4114 Senior Research Thesis One–
or two–semester research project to be
completed under the guidance of a fac-
ulty member. Prerequisite: Agreement
of instructor required before registra-
tion.

PS 3724 Psychology of
Sustainability

4:0:0:4

The purpose of this course is to re-
view the psychological bases of envi-
ronmental problems, investigate the-
ories of behavior change as they re-
late to environmental issues, and in-
troduce practical strategies that fos-
ter behavior change. It will focus on
identifying the general conditions that
encourage or constrain environmental
behavior, describing psychological ap-
proaches to the study of environmental
problems, analyzing a particular target
behavior, develop a plan to investigate
barriers to this behavior and imple-
ment a workaround to overcome these
barriers, and integrating some of the
necessary foundations of environmen-
tal behavior change into their own lives
and bring them to others through their
communication and teaching.

PS 4124 Guided Readings

Selected problems in psychology. Indi-
vidual or group studies/projects under
faculty supervision involving guided
reading and or research, topics to
be arranged. For mature students
wishing to undertake specialized in-
dependent study under tutorial guid-
ance. Prerequisite: junior standing or
departmental permission. Agreement
of instructor required before registra-
tion.

GRADUATE COURSES

PSYCHOLOGY

PS 905 Psychology: Applied

2.5:0:0:3

This course shows how various prob-
lems, particularly in work, can be
solved through the judicious use of
psychological principles. Phenom-
ena addressed include human–machine
interaction and other engineering–
behavior interactions, smoking, study
habits, memory, creative thinking,
group interaction, raising chil- dren,
influencing people, self–control and
specific problems brought up in class
by students. Students learn to em-
ploy the method of behavioral analysis
in gaining an understanding of various
problems. They select a problem, do a
behavioral analysis and, finally, mod-
ify it as a class project. Prerequisite:
PS 2104.

PS 906 Human Cognition and
Information Processing

2.5:0:0:3

Human cognitive capabilities includ-
ing natural language and information
processing. Memory, internal repre-
sentation of knowledge, concept in-
formation, symbol manipulation, lan-
guage acquisition, reasoning and prob-
lem solving. Artificial intelligence ap-
proaches to natural language learning
and acquisition of cognitive skills. Pre-
requisite: PS 2104.

PS 907 Human-Computer
Interaction

2.5:3:0:3

This course introduces students to hu-
man behavioral issues in the design
and use of interfaces for information
systems. Basic issues of behavioral re-
search and evaluation methods are dis-
cussed. Sensory systems and memory
and learning theory relevant to human
factors systems are reviewed and re-
lated to specific interface issues, such
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as interaction devices, dialogue design
and reference material. The focus is
on understanding the issues involved in
creating systems amenable to human
use. Prerequisite: PS 2104 or equiva-
lent.

PS 908 Experimental Psychology
I

2.5:3:0:3

Theory and methods of measurement
of sensory functions in human and ani-
mal subjects. Examination of the con-
cept of the threshold and problems
of its measurement. Investigation of
learning, both motor and verbal, and
both simple and complex, including
problem solving and creative thinking.
Students perform a series of experi-
ments with human and animal sub-
jects. Prerequisite: PS 2104.

PS 909 Experimental Psychology
II

2.5:3:0:3

Experimental and descriptive meth-
ods including quasi–experimental de-
sign and large-scale survey techniques
used by social, environmental and de-
velopmental psychologists to assess hu-
man behaviors in laboratory and nat-
uralistic settings. The course fo-
cuses upon laboratory and observa-
tional methods used to assess environ-
mental effects, attitude measurement,
social impact assessment, and theory
and psychometric bases of normal per-
sonality development and assessment.
Prerequisite: PS 2104.

PS 910 Theories of Learning

2.5:0:0:3

Programmed learning, behavior ther-
apy, attitude function and social in-
teraction. All students are required
to perform one experiment on learning
under guidance of instructor. Avail-
able to undergraduate majors in so-
cial science. Prerequisite: PS 2104 or
equivalent.

PS 911 Psychology of Language
and Communication

2.5:0:0:3

Methodological problems in analysis of
language, verbal behavior in animals,
anatomical and physiological aspects
of speech apparatus, operant and re-
spondent conditioning of verbal behav-
ior, semantics, statistical approaches
and mathematical models, contextual
factors and pathology of speech. All
students are required to perform one
experiment under guidance of instruc-
tor. Available to undergraduate ma-
jors in social science. Prerequisite:
PS 2104 or equivalent.

PS 912 Sensation and Perception

2.5:0:0:3

Review of different sensory systems:
vision, audition, taste, smell, touch,
temperature sensitivity, vestibular and
kinesthetic senses and their relations
to nonsensory controlling stimuli such
as states of the organism, learning and
social psychological variables. Tech-
niques for obtaining psychophysical
data on each sensory system and re-
lations of these techniques to theories
of discrimination. Available to under-
graduate majors in social science. Pre-
requisite: PS 2104 or equivalent or in-
structor’s permission.

PS 913 Physiological Psychology

2.5:0:0:3

Physiological and anatomical bases of
behavior. Memory, motivation, emo-
tion, sleep reward mechanisms, psy-
chosurgery and higher cortical func-
tions. Prerequisite: PS 2104.

PS 915 Behavioral and Societal
Aspects of Transportation

2.5:0:0:3

Behavioral analyses of transportation
decision–making and travel character-
istics. User needs in design of trans-
portation systems: crowding, social

isolation, crime, comfort and conve-
nience. Social impacts of transport
systems on communities. Prerequi-
site: undergraduate introductory psy-
chology course or equivalent.

PS 920 Proseminar in
Psychology

2.5:0:0:3

Major areas of psychology required
of all masters candidates. History
and systems, sensation and percep-
tion, learning, developmental and ab-
normal.

PS 925 Social Impact
Assessment

2.5:0:0:3

How physical changes in urban or ru-
ral settings affect social systems and
group and individual behavior. Mea-
suring quality of life and social re-
sponses to technology; uses of alterna-
tive futures paradigms. Students do an
analysis of a problem in social impact
and report finding to class.

PS 926 Environmental
Psychology

2.5:0:0:3

Critical issues in person-environment
relations, including privacy, crowding
and environmental design. Work in-
cludes a term paper and a major re-
search project, emphasizing applica-
tions of psychological research meth-
ods to practical design problems or
specific environmental issues.

PS 928 Advanced Topics in
Environmental Psychology

2.5:0:0:3

This course varies from year to year
depending on the needs and interests
of students and instructors. Poten-
tial subjects include social impacts of
transportation systems; stress and the
environment; aversive environmental
factors; laboratory assessment of envi-
ronmental effects on animal learning;
effects of pollution; human factors of
software design; assessing the built en-
vironment including the office; and ap-
plied behavioral analysis.
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PS 997 Thesis for Degree of
Master of Science

each 3 units

Independent research project demon-
strating scientific competence per-
formed under guidance of advisors.

SOCIOLOGY

SO 2014 Technology and Social
Change

4:0:0:4

Given that (at least on a mythic level)
technology is the most important force
shaping society and culture today, we
will concentrate on the dialectical, in-
teractive shaping of societies and tech-
nologies. Many approaches, from tech-
nological determinism to neo-marxism
and postmodernism, are used in ex-
amining various social issues having
to do with social change. The objec-
tive of this course is to provide a sur-
vey of the development of sociological
theories of societal development and
change. In addition, this course sur-
veys the current information and re-
search on the specific impact of mod-
ern technology on contemporary soci-
ety. Issues of social identity, commu-
nication, work, inequality, deviance,
power and social control are examined
in the context of society, technology
and social change.

SO 2024 Sociology of
Organizations

4:0:0:4

Modern societies are organizational so-
cieties. Indeed, nearly all modern work
and much play occurs in organizations.
As a result, organizations and organi-
zational management have important
personal and social effects: organiza-
tional experiences can bring pain or
pleasure to their members, and man-
agerial decisions can send an organi-
zations profits soaring or plummeting.
The course examines the nature and

place of organizations and managerial
systems in modern societies. The cen-
tral questions of the course include:
Do organizations pursue goals or do
managers use organizations to pursue
narrow interests ? How do managers
control workers and how much control
is necessary and optimal ? To what
extent are managers rational decision
makers? Is there a “best way” to struc-
ture and manage an organization ?

SO 3014 Environmental
Sociology

4:0:0:4

Environmental sociology is the study
of the reciprocal interactions between
the physical environment, social orga-
nization and social behavior. Within
this approach, environment encom-
passes all physical and material bases
of life in a scale ranging from the
most micro level to the biosphere.
Two major themes form the focus of
this course: (1) Sociology is often de-
scribed as the study of human com-
munities. Ecology is often described
as the study of natural communities.
Environmental Sociology is the study
of both together. People, other ani-
mals, land, water, air are all closely
interconnected. Together they form a
solidarity that has been called ecology.
As in any community, there are also
conflicts in the midst of interconnec-
tions. Environmental sociology stud-
ies the largest of communities with an
eye to understanding the origins of,
and proposing solutions to, these so-
cial and bio–physical conflicts. (2) En-
vironmental problems are problems for
problems that threaten our existing
patterns of social organization-and of
society problems that challenge people
to change those patterns of social or-
ganization. One of sociologys most ba-
sic contributions to the study of envi-
ronmental problems is to point out the
pivotal role of social inequality. Social
inequality cannot be understood apart
from the communities in which it takes
place. Inequality shapes social experi-
ence and social experiences shape all

experiences. Prerequisite: instructors
permission

SO 3344 Environmental
Sociology

4:0:0:4

Environmental sociology is the study
of the reciprocal interactions between
the physical environment, social orga-
nization, and social behavior. Within
this approach, environment encom-
passes all physical and material bases
of life in a scale ranging from the most
micro level to the biosphere. Two
major themes will form the focus of
this course: 1) Sociology is often de-
scribed as the study of human com-
munities. Ecology is often described as
the study of natural communities – En-
vironmental Sociology is the study of
both together. People, other animals,
land, water, air are all closely intercon-
nected. Together they form a solidar-
ity we have come to call ecology. As in
any community, there are also conflicts
in the midst of interconnections. Envi-
ronmental sociology studies the largest
of communities with an eye to under-
standing the origins of, and proposing
solutions to, these social and biophys-
ical conflicts. 2) Environmental prob-
lems are problems for problems that
threaten our existing patterns of so-
cial organization - and of society prob-
lems that challenge us to change those
patterns of social organization. One of
sociology’s most basic contributions to
the study of environmental problems is
to point out the pivotal role of social
inequality. Social inequality cannot be
understood apart from the communi-
ties in which it takes place. Inequality
shapes our social experience and so-
cial experiences shape all our experi-
ence.

ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR

This program is offered at Brook-
lyn MetroTech campus only and is
limited to 15 incoming students per
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semester. Students who meet all of the
course and GPA requirements are for-
mally admitted to the MS in Organiza-
tional Behavior in the Department of
Management at the end of their junior
year.

Requirements for the MS in
Organizational Behavior
Core Courses: 9 credits
Area of Concentration: 18 credits
Free Electives: 6 credits
Research Project: 3 credits
Total: 36 credits

SCIENCE AND TECHNOL-
OGY

STS 3014 Seminar in Science
and Technology Studies

4:0:0:4

Science and Technology Studies is an
interdisciplinary field in which meth-
ods from a wide range of disciplines
in the humanities and social sciences
are used to analyze the relations be-
tween science, technology and society.
This course considers the current state
of the field, helping students to un-
derstand the range and methods of
STS as well as determine their own
place within the field. It is designed
specifically to bring students with dif-
ferent academic backgrounds into con-
tact with each other in a classroom set-
ting. Prerequisites: One 2000-level
STS elective, or any one of LA 1014,
LA 1024, or LA 2014.

STS 325X Special Topic in
Science and Technology Studies

4:0:0:X

Study of a special topic in Science and
Technology Studies. May be repeated
for credit for different topics. Course
serves to research new topics of STS; to
develop critical reading, writing, and
thinking skills; and to enhance the un-
derstanding of the field through study
of a special topic in STS. The course

may be designed to qualify for 1 to 4
credits. It may be repeated for credit
with different topics.

STS 440X Independent Study in
Science and Technology Studies

4:0:0:X

Focus on a special topic in Science and
Technology Studies, arranged for ad-
vanced students capable of undertak-
ing specialized independent study with
tutorial guidance. May be repeated for
credit on a different topic. This course
may be designed to qualify for 1 to 4
credits. It may be repeated for credit
with different topics. Prerequisite: Ju-
nior/Senior standing or permission of
the instructor.




